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54 PROCEEDINGS. 

tween the shafts, as in the case of the fragment now en- 
graved, many curious sculptures were carved, some which 
served as responds, being carved only on one side. It was 
probable, therefore, that each ope of the cloister arcades was 
filled by three sub-arches with a solid pier between, as in the 
case of the still exiting cloisters of Bective Abbey, county 
Meath. The bases and caps of the intercolumniations were 
carved with fourteenth century foliage, and on one of them 
was sculptured a squirrel, which, as that animal is not found 
in Ireland, would serve to show that some of the sculptures 
were the work of Englishmen. 

Mr. Prim observed that there had formerly been in 
Thomastown chapel yard, amongst the fragments brought 
thither from Jerpoint Abbey, a sculpture apparently repre- 
senting St. Michael, which struck him, when he saw it, as 
being particularly bold and vigorous in the execution. 
When he last visited the place, in company with Mr. Graves, 
on the occasion of his making the drawing now before the 
meeting, he could not find this figure of St. Michael. He 
hoped that it^ might yet be found, as fragments of this kind 
frequently became grown over by the churchyard sward, 
and were sometimes brought to light again in digging new 
graves. 



THE KGUJSTD TOWER AND CHXJECH OF DYSERT, COUNTY OF 

LIMERICK. 

BY RICHARD ROLT BRASH, M. R. I. A. 

The Round Tower and Church of Carrigeen are situated 
in the townland of Carrigeen, in the parish of Dysert, ba- 
rony of Coshma, and county of Limerick, and about one 
and a quarter mile from the small town of Croom, a sta- 
tion on the Charleville and Limerick railway. The build- 
ings stand in a green field of little or no elevation, about a 
quarter of a mile from the main road. 

The Round Tower. — The round tower stands at the 
north side of the church, from the wall of which it is dis- 
tant ten feet. It presents an appearance of almost complete 
symmetry and proportion, the entasis, or batter, being most 
carefully designed and worked out. Some considerable 
portion of the upper part is wanting — at least one complete 
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storey, and the conical roof-covering — as is evident from the 
fact, that the existing upper storey does not present the 
usual feature of the four windows facing the cardinal 
points, as is generally found in perfect examples of these 
monuments. 

Masonry. — The tower is based upon a foundation of 
limestone rock, which crops a little above the surface, the 
firmness of its substructure accounting for the perfect soli- 
dity of the superstructure, and the absence of all cracks 
and settlements in the walling. The material is limestone ; 
the workmanship is of roughly squared rubble work with 
few spawls — stones of large size laid in courses, or nearly 
so, and accurately dressed to the curve, and batter, of 
tower. 

The internal lining is of spawled rubble, also carefully 
dressed to its concave curve. The mortar is remarkably 
tenacious, being composed of various sized pebbles, grit- 
sand, and lime, indurated to a remarkable degree of hard- 
ness by its good proportions, aided by the influence of 
time. A specimen of this mortar accompanies my paper. 
The door and window dressings are of sandstone, of a bright 
red colour and fine quality ; the stones are, as usual in round 
tower opes, remarkably well worked and close jointed. 

Dimensions. — The body of the tower rises from a base, 
or rather plinth, averaging twelve inches in height, and 
four inches offset or projection ; its present height is sixty- 
five feet seven inches, measured from below the doorway 
to top of present eave ; there is some little irregularity in 
the height on account of the inequality of the ground at the 
base. A section and plans of the several storeys are given 
in the engraving on next page. The circumference of 
the tower measured immediately above plinth, is fifty-four 
feet ; its diameter at door-sill (internal) is seven feet ten 
inches, where the walling is four feet three inches in thick- 
ness ; its diameter at extreme top is five feet six inches, and 
thickness of walling there three feetsix inches: these dimen- 
sions give the ratio of batter on external face, as about one 
in twenty-six. I am inclined to think, from the thickness 
of the walling of this example, that it had been originally 
two storeys higher, which, allowing eleven feet for each 
storey, and fifteen feet for the conical roof covering, would 

3rd see., vol, I. i 
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make this tower to have been one hundred and two feet 
in height ; this inference is only reasonable when we find 
this structure to have a walling of three feet six inches, at 
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the height of sixty-five feet, while many other towers are 
no thicker in the first storey. 

There are no internal string courses or corbals ; the 
building is divided into five storeys, by four ofi'sets taken 
ofi* the thickness of the wall, and on which rested the 
original floors, whether of wood or stone ; these ofisets 
average five inches in width. The following are the heights 
of the storeys measured internally from offset to offset : — 

Basement Storey in height 15 feet 6 inches. 

Eirst do. do, 14 „ 4 ,, 

Second do. do. 13 ,, 2 ,, 

Third do. do. 12 „ 2 „ 

Fourth do. do. 11 „ 2 ,, 

It is worthy of remark, that the height of the storeys 
is regularly graduated from the bottom by about one foot 
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each storey, the basement storey being actually fifteen feet in 
height from the external ground, and probably was a little 
more originally. There is a peculiarity in the construction 
of our pillar towers, that had escaped the attention^ of an- 
tiquaries until the publication of my account of the round 
tower of Cloyne, in the " Journal" of the Kilkenny and 
South East of Ireland Archaeological Society, Vol. ii., 
Second Series, and to which I would direct attention. If we 
take the thickness of the walling at plinth of tower, and if 
we deduct from it the depth of the oiSfsets, and the amount 
of batter upon the face of the work, it would leave the thick- 
ness of tower wall at top little more than one foot, but it is 
actually three feet six inches, which apparent anomaly is 
accounted for by the fact, that the builders or architect of 
the structure caused the wall to increase in width internally 
as it rose above each offset, so that the thickness was main- 
tained throughout with very little diminution. By this ar- 
rangement another point was gained ; the wall all round 
hung inward, making the centre of gravity a line passing- 
through the centre of the structure — a scientific principle 
well known to the experienced builders of factory chim« 
neys, and such like erections. For illustration, I would 
refer to the sectional construction of a portion of a shaft, 
one hundred and seventy feet high, lately erected under 
my directions for carrying ofi* the gases from Messrs. 
Goulding's Chemical Works, near Cork, and which is 
erected upon the same principle as the Eound Tower of 
Dysert. And here I must remark, that the erectors of 
our pillar towers were no mean builders ; the examination 
of a number of them, with that practical and professional 
scrutiny which only experience can give, has filled me on 
many occasions with admiration of their constructive skill 
and knowledge ; and I have been led to ask— From whence 
did they derive their principles ? Could they have brought 
them from a country where tower building had been under- 
stood and practised for ages ? or were they the slow growth 
of experience and experiment ? These are questions which 

1 This peculiarity was noticed by the lar view of the dimensions of the round 
authors of the "History, &c., of the Ca- tower there, p. 109, hut no inference was 
thedral Church of St. Canice." See tabu- drawn from it. — Ed. 
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I fear can never be satisfactorily answered ; nevertheless 
they are in either case very suggestive of much speculation. 
External Opes, — ^The upper surface pf door-sill is fif- 
teen feet above present ground line. The ope, as will be 
seen by the plate which faces this page, is semicircular- 
headed ; the jambs as usual converge towards the top ; the 
dressings are of large blocks of red sandstone ; its dimen- 
sions are as follow : — width of sill, two feet nine inches; 
width at spring of arch, two feet five inches ; height to 
same, four feet five inches ; the internal width at sill is 
two and a half inches less than external width. There 
is a breach in the face of the arched head. There is no 
internal rebate, or any preparation for hanging a door, 
but there is a square hole or mortice in the centre of the 
jamb about two and a half inches square, as seen in the 
plate. The door faces east, or nearly so. About six 
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Window above second floor. 



inches above the second floor is an angular-headed window, 
square internally, as represented in the accompanying en- 
graving ; one foot six inches wide at sill, one foot two 
inches wide at spring of angular head, and three feet eight 
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DOOR OF THE ROUND TOWER OF DYSERT, CO. LIMERICK. 
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inches high from sill to apex. Six inches^ over third floor 
is a semicircular-headed window ope facing south, one foot 
five inches wide at sill, one foot three inches at spring of 
arched head, and two feet eleven inches from sill to offset. 
Six inches above the fourth floor is a quadrangular window- 
ope facing north ; width at sill, one foot six inches ; at head, 
one foot four inches, and two feet six inches in height. 
The dressings of these windows are most carefully finished. 

The base of this tower was formerly filled up to the 
level of the sill of doorway. In the year 1849, Mr. Luke 
Christy, the tenant of the lands of Carrigeen, had it exca- 
vated ; the result of which he has kindly communicated to 
me. For the first three feet decayed vegetables, rubbish, 
dead birds, &c., were thrown out ; from this to a depth of 
five feet from door sill, earth, with traces of mortar and 
some stones ; at between four and five feet were found a 
quantity of human bones, imbedded in the earth, without 
any trace of cofiin or covering whatsoever ; these bones 
were in a very decayed state, and belonged to one body ; 
there were only portions of the skull. 

Within about six feet of the foundation was found "a 
well-made, solid floor of clay, cracked a good deal, with 
whitish marks through it, over a foot thick, and looking as 
if it had been subject to fire : under this came a sort of 
red clay filling, and then about two feet from the bottom 
another floor nearly the same as the first. Just above the 
rock we got a quantity of cherry stones." In clearing up 
the bottom it was found the rock was in quite a rough 
state, the foundation laid on it without any apparent pre- 
paration. Mr. Christy further states that some human 
bones, and a clinker, were found below the second clay 
floor. The occurrence of clay floors, and of floors of lime 
concrete, have been noticed in connexion with sepulchral 
remains found in round towers, as at Roscrea ("Etruria 
Celtica," vol. ii., p. 216) ; and at Clones ("Ulster Journal 
of Archaeology," vol. iv., p. 67). 

This tower is known among the peasantry as the " Clo- 

i This position of the windows is a most of St. Canice's Cathedral, Kilkenny, is 

curious peculiarity of our round towers, another case in point. See '* History, 

and would make the several floors very Architecture, and Antiquities, of the Ca- 

uncomfortahle to dwell in. The tower thedral Church St. Canice," p. 112. — Ed. 
which stands close to the south transept 
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gas a Carrigeen," or the "Clogas aDeesheart ;" being some- 
times called from the townland on which it stands, some- 
times from the parish. As usual, its erection is ascribed 
to supernatural agency ; it is a " Fas aon oidche," i. e. the 
work of one night — the builder, a witch, was disturbed 
from her work by an unexpected traveller passing that 
way at early morning ; " only for that there is no knowing 
how high she would have built it, and sure there it is un- 
finished to this day." It is singular that local tradition 
refers the erection of most of our round towers to the 
^' Witches," or " Good People." I have found the same myth 
localized at Abernethy, in Scotland, in reference to the 
tower there. This tradition is very prevalent in Eastern 
countries in reference to remarkable works. I shall give 
one instance out of many ; it refers to the remarkable ex- 
cavated temples at Ellora, and is as follows : — " According 
to the legend, Biskurina was the artist who fabricated the 
whole of these wonderful works, in a night of six months ; 
but the cock crowing before they were finished, they re- 
mained imperfect" ("Asiatic Kesearches," vol. vi., p. 421). 
The facilities now afibrded to the antiquary and traveller 
for an examination of this tower are owing to the thought- 
fulness and liberality of the Earl of Dunraven, who has not 
only covered the tower with a leaded platform, but has 
placed a substantial floor in each storey, with ladders com- 
municating from bottom to top. There is no holy well in 
the vicinity of the building. 

The Church. — A ruined church stands south of the 
tower at only ten feet distance. It is a simple rectangle fifty- 
one feet long, and sixteen feet six inches wide. About 
twenty-six feet of the side wall, towards the east end, ap- 
pear to be of some considerable antiquity by the character 
of the masonry, which is of large-sized rubble work of that 
peculiar character found in many of our ancient churches 
of the primitive type. This masonry is not of the same 
character as that in the tower, the stones being irregular, 
more polygonal, and not so carefully put together. The 
remainder of the walls, as well as the east gable, has been 
rebuilt at a much later period — when, it is imposible to say, 
as there is no feature in it that would determine its date. 
The only object worth noticing is a portion of an ancient 
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doorway remaining in the south wall, and consisting of 
one jamb, and a piece of the lintel. This doorway was 
quadrangular, with converging jambs. The dressings were 
of red stone cleanly worked ; the lintel was a massive block 
covering the entire ope the full thickness of wall ; the ex- 
isting jamb is composed of five blocks, each the full depth 
of wall, which is about three feet in thickness. This door- 
way is not in the ancient portion of the building, but is in 
the modern addition. It is more than probable that it was 
the original west-end entrance of the ancient church, which, 
on its enlargement, was re-erected in its southern wall. 
The mutilation of this doorway, the finest of its type which 
I have yet seen, is greatly to be regretted, as it was evi- 
dently done for the sake of the material, the blocks of the 
left-hand jamb having been picked out of the wall, and the 
lintel broken in attempting to force it from its position. 

There are no evidences of interments in or around the 
church. Some remains of the foundation of a massive wall 
which once inclosed the precincts of the church and tower 
are still in existence. 

Few writers on our national antiquities or topography 
have noticed this tower ; it is not in Ledwich's list, nor yet 
in the more careful one compiled by Mr. Wilkinson, in his 
" Practical Geology and Ancient Architecture of Ireland." 
The late Dr. Petrie has not alluded to it in his valuable 
w^ork. Fitz Gerald and M'Gregor notice it in their " His- 
tory of the County and City of Limerick," vol. i., p. 332 ; 
their dimensions are, however, incorrect, and their descrip- 
tion meagre and unsatisfactory. I am not aware of any 
other writer^ who has recorded the existence of this struc- 
ture, which omission will, I hope, be my excuse for wishing 
to place on the records of our Association a description of 
this interesting monument. 

1 Mr. Brash is correct so far as our pub- The work also contains a most sugges- 

Ushed antiquarian works are concerned, tive treatise on the subject of Bound 

but the tower and church of Dysert have Towers in general, with many engravings 

been fully illustrated and described by illustrative of the subject. It is much to 

The Earl of Dunraven in his magnificent be desired that Lord Dunraven should 

privately printed volume, "Memorials of give this portion, at least, of his book to 

Adare Manor." Parker, Oxford, 1865. the public. — Ed. 



